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THE ARRIVAL
Our journey debuted out of the
pure desire to discover the most famous
Indiana Jones scene, the ?Canyon of the
Crescent Moon?. Upon further research
into the historical site, we discovered the
complexity of this red city and the
controversial stories behind its existence.
In order to understand their history, we
had to uncover the real stories from the
locals themselves, we wanted to gasp
their culture, values and traditions. Our
adventurous spirit helped make the
decision right away. We estimated that a
10-day trip will offer us the holistic
starting point on our deep search for the
connection between ancient building
techniques juxtaposed over religious
beliefs and nowadays influences of this
cult. The whole planning took 2 months,
and as we were to find out on our way to
Petra, we didn?t even scratch the surface
on our needed research.
We arrived after an 8-hours long trip,
around midnight, we took a taxi and as we got
closer to our destination, the city was so
crowded, full of cars, of people in the market,
of people eating out, it was like everyone was
out! The fact that we were exhausted doesn?t
begin to explain how tiresome this first impact
was, we were just eager to get some rest. Little
did we know that our journey was just
starting? So, our Uber driver got lost through
all the one-way streets, in that traffic, and we
decided to find our hotel on/by foot. Once we
arrived at the exact spot on the maps, the
building was nowhere to be found. The driver
calls the reception and shortly after, out of a
60cm wide dark opening a man appears and
invites us through the same entry, up a steep
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staircase into a dark lobby, and then just
disappears. We were white with horror since it
very much looked like ?that stranded part? of
a thriller movie. In front of us, a lonely candle
lit up the face of a solid man with a lazy eye
and a bit of a hump.
He sat down at his reception desk
and asked us for our reservations. As we
were looking throughout our printed
confirmations and reservations, we
found out that there was no computer or
any means for him to verify our booking
reservation. My first reaction to this was
to ask ?So, um, do you have WiFi???, at
which he goes bluntly ?yes?, and pulled
out some printed confirmations of his
own, among which he found our
reservation. He showed us to our room,
helped us with our luggage, informed us
about breakfast and left. It was already
late in the night, we were tired and
started spotting disturbing things in our
room: the windows had so much dirt on
them that they could not be slid close,
the shower was somewhat on top of the
toilet and there was no warm water.
Completely convinced that we
would change the hotel in the following
morning, our impression changed
radically in the morning! Out of our
room, you could see the panorama of the
whole downtown, with the Roman
Forum, the square in front of it, and it
was all so quiet. Where were all the
people from last night? We couldn?t
afford sleeping in, we had a whole city to
explore! Ladies and gentlemen, welcome
to Amman, Jordan!
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GETTING AROUND
The breakfast was tastier than we
expected, could also be due to the fact
that we didn?t have a decent meal in about
16 hours, but after eating some warm
food upon waking up, even this previously
scary man transcended into the kindest,
nicest person ever. It was just our minds
and our induced misconceptions that was
keeping us from realizing that places like
these are NOTHING like what you see on
tv or hear in the media about.
To get around, we decided on
trying as many means of transportation
available in order to understand the lives
of all the people living here. We started by
taking an Uber and it seemed like one of
the most luxurious ways of traveling there,
even though for us the ride was relatively
cheap. For our trip towards Petra, we
hitched a hotel recommended ride with a
local cap who owned a minivan. This way
it was possible to make your own route
and ask the driver for hidden gems along
the way. A firsthand piece of advice:
bargain hard! Tourism is a big part of
these peoples?lives, they usually ask for
around triple the price they expect to
receive, which most of the time they do
receive. Hey, I?m not here to judge
businesses, I?m here to review amazing
holiday trips!

Or you can go for the most authentic
experience, as we did on our way from Madaba
to Amman. This local bus was so old it was
amazing it was still running, and it goes
without saying that the windows and the seats
were black from dirt. So here we stood, a
bunch of tourists in a town-to-town bus, with
big luggage and just 30km to ride, trying to
keep cool, not stand out, and make it back to
the hotel in one piece. Then we started to
notice what the core values of the people here
are. They were not living off well, however,
every single time a woman, a child, or a couple
got on the bus, the men closest to the door
stood up and pushed themselves towards the
end of the bus to free a sit. The people on the
bus were all trying to help us get to our
destination, even though nobody spoke any
English! This was one of the most amazing
short-term interactions with the people! You
can?t get this type of experience if you?re not
willing to get out of your comfort zone.
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